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Al-Zanoon: The time has come for the Central Council to decide
the future of the Palestinian National Authority and reconsider

g

The speaker of the Palestinian
National Council, the chairman
of the Central Council, Saleem
Al-Zanoon, said it was time for
the Central Council to decide
the future of the Palestinian Na-
tional Authority and reconsider
the issue of recognition of Israel.

Al-Zanoon added, during his
opening speech to the 28th ses-
sion of the Palestinian Central
Council, which is taking place
today and tomorrow in the city
of Ramallah under the name of
“Jerusalem, the eternal capital
of the State of Palestine”, that
Jerusalem will only be the cap-
ital of the Palestinian state. And
this fact will not changed by the
American president assault. Je-
rusalem was built Six thousand
years ago by our grandfathers.

He added that the city of Jeru-

the recognition of Israel

salem is the center of our national
cause and will not change this fact
a decision made by an ignorant
in history, an ignorant of the so-
lidity of our people who did not
and will not fold to the policies of
extortion and intimidation. The
policy of threatening to starve our
people will not succeed in polit-
ical strife, and called on the US
administration to draw lessons
from the steadfastness and the
strong hold of Jerusalemites Mus-
lims and Christians in front of the
gates of the mosque Agsa Mosque
a few months ago.

He pointed out that the disgrace-
ful position of the United States
in the United Nations Gener-
al Assembly and in the Security
Council, which did not respect
its status as a permanent mem-
ber, completely isolated itself

when 129 free countries voted
for our right to Jerusalem. The
president’s decision was nulli-
fied and is a direct blow to the
American blackmail and arro-
gance policy.

He pointed out that the United
States is isolated even from its
closest allies in the face of in-
ternational law and against the
nations of the world, especial-
ly in the face of the Palestinian
rights, which showed that the
US beyond doubt as being a
party to the conflict and not a
mediator that it claimed to be
for decades. Al-zanoon empha-
sizeed that the US is not fit to
manage any peace process, be-
cause it has overturned the en-
tire process.

He stressed that basis on all
this, we are required to prepare
an integrated and programmed
plan to confront the American
decision, and to confront the
policies and procedures of Ju-
daization under occupation in
the city of Jerusalem, and to
strengthen the support for the
steadfast people of Jerusalem
that are defending the city de-
spite the racism of occupation
and daily pressures on them to
force them to abandon their
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Holy City.

Al-Zanoon said that Israel, in
partnership with the American
administration , is destroying
any possibility of establishing
a Palestinian state on the bor-

ders of June 4, 1967 with Jeru-
salem as its capital, rejecting
the right of return for refugees
and recognizing the racist laws
of which dropping Jerusalem
from the final stages negotia-
tions, the proposed legislation
to execute political prisoners,
permanently considering The
Palestinian National Fund as a
terrorist organization, and the
decision of the ruling Likud
party to annex settlement on
Palestinian land.

He added that the Palestinian
Central Council should recon-
sider the items of the current
strategy. As long as Israel re-
fuses to recognize our state and
its capital is Jerusalem, we also
have the right to reconsider
and choose what protect and
achieve our national goals.

He added “The time has come
for our Central Council, which
is acting on behalf of the Pales-
tinian National Council which
has decided to establish the
Palestinian National Authority
as the nucleus of the state, to
decide its future and duties.

And to reconsider the recogni-
tion of the State of Israel until it
recognizes the State of Palestine
with Jerusalem as its capital and
the return of refugees in accor-
dance with Resolution 194 “

Al-Zanoon proposed to the Pal-
estinian Central Council the es-
tablishment of the legal status of
the State of Palestine as estab-
lished by resolution 181 in 1947
and stipulated in UN General As-
sembly resolution 19/67 of 2012
in several aspects: preparation of
a plan to transfer the functions of
the Palestinian National Author-
ity to the functions of the state.
To deal with the Palestinian Na-
tional Council as the parliament
of the State of Palestine. To com-
plete the discussion of the draft
constitution of the State of

Palestine and return it to the
Central Council for approval af-
ter its presentation to Palestinian
public opinion, the Presidency
of the State and its Parliament,

and the General Assembly of
the United Nations under the
heading: United for Peace to
End the Israeli Occupation
of the State of Palestine as a
duty of the United Nations.
Completion of the work for
full membership status of the
State of Palestine in the Unit-
ed Nations. The advancement
of diplomatic, legal and judi-
cial action by joining treaties
and conventions and mobiliz-
ing legal proceedings against
the occupation before the In-
ternational Criminal Court
and to reaffirm the legal right
of our people to resist the Is-
raeli occupation by all legit-
imate means, making the oc-
cupation very costly.

Al-Zanoon stressed that the
Central Council should reject
and confront any ideas that
are circulating under the so-
called “Deal of the Century”
because it does not comply



with rules of international law
and resolutions of international
legitimacy, and seeks to impose
an incomplete solution that does
not meet the minimum level of
our legitimate rights.

He pointed out that the United
States has declared its

aggressive policy against us, and
is practicing extortion by cutting
off aid and linking it to condi-
tions that affect the legitimacy of
our struggle, the dignity of those
who lost their lives defending
their land and the sacrifices of
the wounded and the political
prisoners. The US also closed
the PLO office in Washington
and reduced its financial contri-
butions to UNRWA, so how can
we accept any American
mediation, where it has chosen
to be an adversary, and not an
impartial mediator.

Al-Zanoon called for the
search for other international
channels to take care of resolv-
ing the Palestinian issue and to
highlight the legitimacy of the
UN General Assembly’s recog-
nition of the State of Israel, as
Israel did not fulfill any of the
conditions of its acceptance into
the General Assembly, including
the implementation of Resolu-
tion 181 of 1947 , and the
implementation of Resolution

194 of 1948.

He called for expediting the
process with regard to Inter-
national Criminal Court to try
the leaders of the occupation
for their crimes. Pictures of the
burning of Mohammed Abu
Khudair, the baby Ali Dawab-
sha and his family are still vivid
in our mind, and the image of
the murdered crippled Ibrahim
Abu Thoria is hunting the war
criminals in Israel. The whim-
pering of the murdered pop-
ular resistance minister, Zaid
Abu Ain't, still calling us.
Al-Zanoon said: “Our
success in dealing with these
risks and challenges requires
accelerating the steps of im-
plementing the reconciliation,

ending the division and devel-
oping a plan to strengthen the
national partnership within
the framework of the Palestine
Liberation Organization, as it is
the supreme national political
and legal reference for our peo-
ple which requires activating
the role of its institutions, and
enabling them.

Al-Zanoon said that re-con-
sidering the role of the PLO
should not be a mere slogan,
but should be the central objec-
tive for us. We should all pro-
tect it as the founders did and
maintained It. It is the one that
safeguarded arms and main-
tained the independent nation-
al decision.




Final Statement Issued by
Palestine liberation Organization’s Central Council

The Palestine Central Council
held its twenty-eighth ordi-
nary session, under the name
“Jerusalem - the eternal cap-
ital of the State of Palestine
. between January 14-15,
2018 in the city of Ramallah ,

in the presence of President
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Mahmoud Abbas.

PNC Speaker Saleem
Al-Zanoon opened the session
announcing that the quorum
was attained, as a total of 87
members out of 109 members
attended the session, while
a number of members were
unable to attend because they
were either arrested or pre-
vented by Israeli occupation
authority.

PNC Speaker Al-Za-
noon said in his opening

-

speech “The time has come for
our Central Council, which is
acting on behalf of the Palestine
National Council which has de-
cided to establish the Palestinian
National Authority as the nucle-
us of the state, to decide its future
and duties, and to reconsider the

recognition of the State of Isra-
el until it recognizes the State of
Palestine with Jerusalem as its
capital and the return of refugees
in accordance with Resolution
194

Speaker Al-Zanoon
stressed that the Central Council
should reject and confront any
ideas that are circulating under
the so-called “ Deal of the Cen-
tury “ because it does not comply
with rules of international law
and resolutions of international
legitimacy, and seeks to impose
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an incomplete solution that
does not meet the minimum of
Palestinians’ legitimate rights.

Al-Zanoon called for the
search for other international
channels under the auspices of
the United Nations to sponsor
resolving the Palestinian issue.
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Al-Zanoon added say-
ing “ Our success in dealing
with these risks and challeng-
es requires accelerating the
steps of implementing the rec-
onciliation, ending the divi-
sion and developing a plan to
strengthen the national part-
nership with the frame work
of the Palestine liberation Or-
ganization as the supreme na-
tional political and legal ref-
erence for our people which
requires activating the role of
its institutions, and enabling
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them . Proposing to hold a ses-
sion of the National Council, in
which both Hamas and the Is-
lamic Jihad will be invited with
the task of reshaping, choosing
or electing a new national coun-
cil, as stipulated by the electoral
system of the National Council.

Al -Zanoon said “We re-
spect and appreciate the posi-
tion of brethren Arabs and their
support for the Palestinian issue.
We demand the implementa-
tion of the decisions of the Arab
summits on Jerusalem, especial-
ly the Amman summit of 1980,
which called for severing of all
relations with any state that rec-
ognizes Jerusalem as the capital
of Israel or transfers its embassy
tofite

Al -Zanoon stressed the
sacrifices and struggles of pris-
oners in Israeli jails obligate Pal-
estinians to provide all forms of
support and that the dignity of
Palestinians remains above any
consideration.

The Council listened to
the speech of Mr. Mohamed
Baraka, Chairman of the High-
er Follow-up Committee of the
Arab masses at home (in Israel).

Speaker Al-Zanoon wel-
comed the President of the State
of Palestine, Mahmoud Abbeas,
and invited him to address the
Council.

The President Abbas be-
gan his speech saying “We are
meeting here to defend and pro-
tect Jerusalem, and no excuse for
anyone to say that the place is not
appropriate. We are at a danger-
ous moment and our future is at
stake. We will not go away. We
will not commit mistakes of the
past. This is our country from the
days of the Canaanites.

The President stresses that
we are committed to a two-state
solution based on international
legitimacy, the Arab peace initia-
tive based on the 1967 borders,
the cessation of settlements and
unilateral actions. Adding that
he was open to talking to Israel’s
peace camp.

President Abbas affirmed that the
Palestinians will continue to seek
the Security Council until full
membership is achieved, stressing
that Palestinians will not accept
what the US attempts to impose,
and the PLO will reconsider its
relations with Israel , yet engage

in any serious negotiations un-
der the
auspices of the UN.

The President Abbas
stressed that we continue to
meet the needs of the families of
martyrs, prisoners and wound-
ed. We are for popular, non-vi-
olent struggle, and continue to
join the international organi-
zations. We will continue our
meetings with peace supporters
in Israel, stressing the necessi-
ty of working for convening of
the National Council as soon as
possible, activating and devel-
oping the PLO, continuing to
achieve reconciliation that has
not stopped, but needs great
efforts and good intentions to
complete it.

Following the general debate
on the evening of the Fifteenth
of January 2018, the Central
Council issued the following
resolutions:

First: Us recognition of Jerusa-
lem

The Central Council
condemns and rejects the de-
cision of US President Donald
Trump, considering Jerusalem
as the capital of Israel, transfer-
ring embassy from Tel Aviv to
Jerusalem and working to top-
ple it. The Council considers
that the US administration has
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lost its eligibility as a mediator
and sponsor of the peace pro-
cess and will not be a partner in
this process unless the decision
is reversed.

The Council stresses the rejec-
tion of President Trump’ policy
aimed at presenting a project or
ideas that contravene the reso-
lutions of international legiti-
macy on resolving the conflict.,
which emerged in its essence by
declaring Jerusalem as the capi-
tal of Israel. The Central Coun-
cil stresses the need to abolish
the Congress’s decision consid-
ering PLO as a terrorist organi-
zation since 1987 and the state
Department’s decision to close
the office of the PLO general
delegation in Washington on
November 17, 2017.

5Second: The relationship with
Israel (the occupation authori-
ty)

1- In light of the withdraw-
al of the occupying state from
all agreements and revoking
them by practice and imposing
a fait accompli, and with the
Central council stressing that
the direct goal is the indepen-
dence of the State of Palestine,
which requires transition from
self-governing to the stage of
a state that is struggling for
independence, with East Jeru-
salem as its capital and on the
borders of 4 June 1967, in im-
plementation of the resolutions

of the National Council, includ-
ing the Declaration of Indepen-
dence in 1988, and relevant UN
resolutions, including the Gener-
al Assembly resolution 67/19 of
29/11/2012, as the political and
legal basis for Palestinians reality,
and the affirmation of adherence
to the territorial unity of the State
of Palestine, and the rejection of
any divisions or facts imposed
contrary to that The Central
Council decided that the tran-
sitional period stipulated in the
agreements signed in Oslo, Cairo
and Washington, with its obliga-
tions no longer stand.

The Central Council calls upon
the international community to
assume its responsibilities on the
basis of relevant UN resolutions
to end the occupation and enable
the State of Palestine to achieve
its independence and to exercise
its full sovereignty over its terri-
tory, including its capital, East Je-
rusalem, on the borders of 4 June
1967.

2- Assign the Executive Com-
mittee of the Palestine Libera-
tion Organization to suspend
recognition of Israel until it rec-
ognizes the State of Palestine on
the 1967 borders and revokes the
decision to annex East Jerusa-
lem and stops settlement activi-
ty3- The Central Council renews
its decision to suspend all forms
of security coordination and to
break away from the relationship

of economic dependence estab-
lished by the Paris Economic
Agreement, to achieve the inde-
pendence of the national econ-
omy. It requests the Executive
Committee of the PLO and the
institutions of the State of Pales-
tine to start implementing this.
4- The Central Council should
continue to work with world
countries to boycott Israeli co-
lonial settlements in all fields,
to work on publishing the data-
base for companies

operating in Israeli settlements
by the United Nations and to
emphasize the illegality of Is-
raeli colonial settlements since
1967.

5- Adopt the BDS movement
and call on world countries to
impose sanctions on Israel to
put an end to its flagrant viola-
tions of international law and
to end its continued aggression
against the Palestinian people
and the apartheid regime im-
posed on them.

6- Reject and condemn the Is-
raeli occupation and apartheid
that Israel is trying to enshrine
as an alternative to the estab-
lishment of an independent Pal-
estinian state, and affirm the de-
termination of the Palestinian
people to resist by all means.

7- Reject any proposals or ideas
for transitional solutions or in-
terim stages, including the so-
called state with temporary bor-
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ders.

8- Refuse to recognize Israel as a
Jewish state.

Third: The internal Palestinian

situation.

1- Adhere to the reconcilia-
tion Agreement signed in 2017
and its execution mechanisms,
the latest of which is the Cairo
agreement in 2017 and the pro-
vision of means of support for its
implementation, and enable, the
Government of National uni-
ty to assume its responsibilities
fully in the Gaza Strip in accor-
dance with the Amended Basic
Law, and then conduct general
elections and hold the Palestin-
ian National Council session no
later than the end of 2018 in or-
der to achieve political partner-
ship within the framework of
the PLO, the legitimate and sole
representative of the Palestin-
ian people, and work to form a
government of national unity in
order to strengthen the political
partnership and the unity of the
Palestinian political system.

2- Affirm the right of our peo-
ple to exercise all forms of resis-
tance against the occupation in
accordance with the provisions
of international law and to con-
tinue to activate, support and
strengthen the peaceful popular
resistance.

3- Affirm the need to support
Palestinians and their steadfast-
ness in the eternal capital of the

State of Palestine, Jerusalem and
affirm the need to support their
struggle against the Israeli mea-
sures aimed at Judaizing the Holy
City.

4- Take all measures to support
our people in the Gaza Strip,
who faced the Israeli aggression
and the Israeli siege and provide
the support they need, including
freedom of movement, access to
health, the reconstruction and the
mobilization of the international
community to break the siege.

5- The Central Council con-
demns the leaking of the property
by the Greek Orthodox Church to
[sraeli institutions and companies
and calls for accountability of
those responsible. It supports the
struggle of the Palestinian people
from the Orthodox community in
order to preserve their rights and
their role in administering the af-
fairs of the Orthodox Church and
preserving its property.

Fourth: The Security Council the
General Assembly and the Inter-
national Criminal Court.

1. Continue to work to provide
international protection to the
Palestinian people in the territory
of the occupied State of Palestine
(West Bank, including East Jeru-
salem and the Gaza Strip) based
on the Security Council resolu-
tion 605 for the year (1987), 672
(1967) and (1990), 904 of (1998),
and the Fourth Geneva Conven-
tion of 1949 (Protection of Civil-

ians in Time of War).

2. Continue to work to strength-
en the status of the State of Pal-
estine in international forums
and activate the request for full
membership of the State of Pal-
estine in the United Nations.

3. Provide referral on various
issues (settlement, prisoners,
aggression on the Gaza Strip)
to the International Criminal
Court.

4. Continue to join to interna-
tional institutions and organiza-
tions, including the specialized
agencies of the United Nations.
Fifth: The Arab and Islamic lev-
els

1. Call for activating the resolu-
tion of the 1980 Amman Sum-
mit, which obliges the Arab
states to sever all ties with any
state that recognizes Jerusalem
as the capital of Israel or trans-
fers its embassy to it, which has
been reaffirmed in a number of
other Arab summits with the
request of the Organization of
Islamic Cooperation member
states to do the same.

2. Adhere to the Arab peace ini-
tiative and reject any attempts to
change or alter it and maintain
its priorities.

3. Work with the Arab countries
(The Arab League), the Islamic
countries (OIC) and the Non-
Aligned Movement to hold an
international conference with
full powers to launch the peace
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process and in coordination
with the EU countries, Russia,
China, Japan and other interna-
tional groups on the basis of rel-
evant international resolutions
and benefit from the outcomes
of the 2017 Paris conference in
a way as to ensure the end of the
Israeli occupation and the em-
powerment of the State of Pal-
estine with East Jerusalem as its
capital on the 1967 borders and
exercise its independence and
sovereignty and to resolve the
refugee issue on the basis of UN
Resolution 194 and other final
status issues in accordance with
the resolutions of the interna-
tional community within a spe-
cific time frame.

4. The League of Arab States, the
OIC, the Non-Aligned Move-
ment and the African Union
must stand firm in front of world
countries that violated the reso-
lutions of these collective frame-
works on voting against the
United Nations General Assem-
bly resolution on

Jerusalem 21/12/2017.

5. The Central council con-
demned US threats to cut aid to
UNRWA, which is seen as a way
for the US to abandon its respon-
sibility over a refugee crisis that
it has aided in creating and calls
on the international community
to commit itself to securing the
necessary funds for UNRWA,
which would put an end to the

continued decline in the Agen-
cy’s services and instead improve
its role in providing basic services
to the victims of the Nakbah and
ensure a decent life for refugees
as a responsibility that the inter-
national community should ful-
fill in accordance with resolution
194.

6. The Central Council rejects
foreign intervention in Arab
countries and calls for a political
solution and dialogue in order
to end the crises and wars expe-
rienced by some Arab countries.
It calls for maintaining the unity
of these countries and defying at-
tempts to divide and alleviating
the suffering of Arabs.

Sixth: Sixth: Develop mecha-
nisms to implement the decisions
of the previous Central Council
to represent women by at least
30% in all institutions in the State
of Palestine and to harmonize the
laws in accordance with the Con-
vention on the Elimination of all
Forms of Discrimination Against
Women (CEDAW).

Seventh: The Central Council sa-
lutes the masses of Palestinians in
refugee camps and exile camps in
Syria, Lebanon and the Diaspora
who affirm their adherence to the
right of return every day. The Ex-
ecutive Committee is mandated
to

continue and intensify work with
the Palestinian communities in

the world and to communicate
with international parties to
mobilize support in facing de-
cisions that aim to liquidate the
Palestinian cause.

Eighth: The Central Council
salutes the struggle and stead-
fastness of the prisoners in the
Israeli jails and calls for their
support in their daily confronta-
tion and calls on national and in-
ternational institutions to bring
up their cases in all forums until
their release.

The Council condemns the ar-
rest and intimidation of chil-
dren, including Ahed Tamimi,
which has become a symbol of
Palestinian pride in the face of
ccupation as well as dozens of
other children.

It condemns the deliberate kill-
ings and field executions com-
mitted by Israel, as well as the
killing of Ibrahim Abu Thuraya,
and condemns the continued
detention of the bodies of Pal-
estinians in the numbers graves,
and calls for their unconditional
release.

Ninth: The Central Council sa-
lutes Palestinians for their mass
uprising in response to Presi-
dent Trump’s decision to recog-
nize Jerusalem as the capital of
Israel and transfer the US Em-
bassy to it. It salutes the souls of
martyrs who rose for Palestine
and al-Agsa.
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Teenager Ahed al-Tamimi ... The Palestinian Popular Resistance Icon

Ahed al-Tamimi is well-
known across Palestine and
the world for videos of her,
since her childhood, defi-
antly resisting Israeli occu-
pation soldiers who clash
with Palestinians in her
village of NabiSaleh nearly
every week.

She was arrested by the
Israeli occupation army
on Tuesday 19 December,
2017 on charges of evicting

a number of soldiers from
herfamily’s home.

The mother of the Palestin-
jan teenage girl Nariman-
Tamimi was later detained
when she was attempting
to seek information about
her 17-year-old daughter’s
whereabouts. The mother
was arrested five times and
was wounded several times,
most recently by live ammu-
nition in the thigh on 20 No-
vember 2014. Ahed’s broth-

er was martyred during
the Prophet’s Saleh weekly
march.

Ahed’s father was also ar-
rested 11 times by the occu-
pation army and subjected
to severe torture resulting
in a coma for ten days, and
was injured

several times.

In 2012 Ahed Tamimi re-
ceived the “ Hanadzala for
Courage “ award by the
municipality of “ Pashak-
Shahir “ for her courage in
defying the Israeli occupa-
tion army.

Al- Tamimi joined
some 570 other children
held in Israeli jails. On De-
cember 21, 2017, the Is-
raeli newspaper Haaretz
revealed that 64% of Pales-
tinian minors detained by
the Israeli

occupation forces were
beaten, according to a re-
port by “ the military Court
Watch
“organizationwhich follows
the arrest of Palestinian

children.
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UN General Assembly Rejects Trump Decision On Jerusalem

The United Nations (UN) Gen-
eral Assembly adopted a reso-
lution rejecting US President
Donald Trump’s recognition of
Jerusalem as the capital of Isra-
el and his plans to move the US
embassy from Tel Aviv to Jeru-
salem declaring the decision “
null and void “.

The General Assembly
convened for an emergency ses-
sion, passing with a decisive vic-
tory. 128 countries voted in fa-
vor of the resolution, with nine
countries including the US and
Israel -voting against, and 35
countries voting to abstain, in-
cluding Canada, Australia and
Mexico.

The vote came after a se-
ries of threats by Trump and
Nikki Haley, the US ambassa-
dor to the UN, who said that
Washington should remember
which countries “ disrespected
“ America by voting against it.
While Trump had promised to
“ take names “ and possibly cut
donor funding to those coun-
tries, who voted against it.

The decision once again
reflects the international com-
munity’s position with the Pal-
estinian people, which did not

give way to being threatened or
blackmailed.

Yoing Restt

Voting Result:

weon 128

mavom 128

The adopted resolutions reads as
follows :

Status of Jerusalem The General
Assembly,

Reaffirming its relevant resolu-
tions, including resolution 72/15
of 30 November 2017 on Jerusa-
lem, Reaffirming also the rele-
vant resolutions of the Security
Council, including resolutions
242 (1967) of 22 November 1967,
252 (1968) of 21 May 1968, 267
(1969) of 3 July 1969, 298 (1971)
of 25 September 1971, 338 (1973)
of 22 October 1973, 446 (1979)
of 22 March 1979, 465 (1980) of
1 March 1980, 476 (1980) of 30
June 1980, 478 (1980) of 20 Au-
gust 1980 and 2334 (2016) of 23
December 2016.

Guided by the purposes and
principles of the Charter of the
United Nations, and reaffirming,
inter alia, the inadmissibility of

wast §
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the acquisition of territory by
force.
Bearing in mind the specific sta-
tus of the Holy City of Jerusalem
and, in particular, the need for
the protection and preservation
of the unique spiritual, religious
and cultural dimensions of the
city, as foreseen in relevant Unit-
ed Nations resolutions.
Stressing that Jerusalem is a
final status issue to be resolved
through negotiations in line
with relevant United Nations
resolutions.
Expressing, in this regard, its
deep regret at recent decisions
concerning the status of Jerusa-
lem.

1. Affirms that any decisions
and actions which purport to
have altered the character, status
or demographic composition of
the Holy City of Jerusalem have
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no legal effect, are null and
void and must be rescinded in
compliance with relevant reso-
lutions of the Security Council,
and in this regard calls upon
all States to refrain from the
establishment of diplomatic
missions in the Holy City of Je-
rusalem, pursuant to Security
Council resolution 478 (1980).
2. Demands that all States
comply with Security Council
resolutions regarding the Holy
City of Jerusalem, and not rec-
ognize any actions or measures
contrary to those resolutions;
3. Reiterates its call for the re-
versal of the negative trends on
the ground that are imperiling
the two-State solution and for
the intensification and accel-
eration of international and
regional efforts and support
aimed at achieving, without
delay, a comprehensive, just
and lasting peace in the Middle
East on the basis of the relevant
United Nations resolutions, the
Madrid terms of reference, in-
cluding the principle of land for
peace, the Arab Peace Initiative

R GRENADA

and the Quartet road map, and
an end to the Israeli occupation
that began in 1967.

4. Decides to adjourn the tenth

emergency special session tem-
porarily and to authorize the
President of the General Assem-
bly at its most recent session to
resume its meeting upon request
from Member States.
The above resolution will be of
importance as a binding resolu-
tion to all states of the world as
it was issued in accordance with
resolution 337, entitled “ Unit-
ing for Peace “ of 3 November
1950, which provides that res-
olution adopted by the General
Assembly after the failure of the
Security Council, on December
18,2017, when the United States
of America, foiled a draft reso-
lution submitted by Egypt and
supported by 14 member states
of the Security Council, has the
same mandatory force as Securi-
ty Council resolutions.

Dr Mutaz Kpheishe. An
expert on international law says,
“ The rewell be no military im-
plementation of such resolution,
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but it will be binding in, at least,
four ways :

(1) The resolution may prevent
other countries that may con-
sider transferring their embas-
sies to Jerusalem,

(2) Such a resolution maybe
used as a legal base for any res-
olution maybe issued in the fu-
ture by the International Justice
Court (IJC),

(3) There maybe a possibility of
using the binding General As-
sembly’s decision before the US
courts to overturn a decision to
transfer the embassy,

(4) Politically, the resolution
will contribute to Trump and
his administration’s isolation as
it is an administration of bully-
ing supporting the criminal oc-
cupation government. All this,
in turn, could revive the Pales-
tinian issue in general and the
issue of Jerusalem in particu-
lar, and mobilize more interna-
tional support and perhaps also
more sympathy of the Ameri-
can people for the Palestinian
right.
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The American Veto -Arrogance, Violation of UN Charter and
Principles

The Palestine National Coun-
cil stressed, in a statement,
issued  Tuesdayl8-12-2017,
that disgrace and shame was
brought on US after its veto
on the Egyptian- drafted res-
olution which affirmed « that
any decisions and actions
which purport to have al-
tered the character, status or
demographic composition of
the Holy City of Jerusalem, as
an occupied Palestinian city,
have no legal effect, are null
and void and must be rescind-
ed in compliance with rele-
vant resolutions of the Securi-
ty Council. »

The PNC condemned the US
disgraceful position at the Se-

curity Council, in which the ;

US, as a permanent member
did not fulfill its responsi-
bility in maintaining world
peace and stability. 14 of the
15 Security Council members
vote for the annulment of US
recognition of Jerusalem as
the capital of Israel. Thus the
United States was further iso-
lated over Trump’s decision.

The National Council stressed
that the arrogance, violation
practiced by the US against

the Palestinian people’s rights,
against UN Charter, aims,
and resolutions, against inter-
national community will not
change the clear reality, legal,
political and historical status
of Jerusalem as an occupied
Palestinian city, the statement
said.

The National Council stressed
that the US, with its position,
bears direct responsibility for
instability and anarchy in the
region, giving green light, in
that way, to Israel’s occupation
army to continue its killing

[

policies, which cause Palestin-
ian civilian casualties, includ-
ing among children, women
and crippled people as it hap-
pened with martyr Ibrahim
Abu Thraya in Gaza.

The National Council said, “we
are the Palestinians and the

whole Arab nation, are at a
distinctive moment, bearing
main responsibility in con-
fronting aggression against
the Islamic and Christian
holy places.

The PNC pointed out that
the US sponsorship of Mid-
dle East peace process led to
Israel's annexation of large
territories of our Palestinian
state through creating settle-
ments, practicing its system-
atic policies of human rights
violations of the Palestinian
people, enacting racist laws,
adopting decisions to alter
the demographic character of
the city of Jerusalem and rest
of occupied lands.

The PNC called upon world
parliaments to declare their
clear position in defense of
principles of international
law, UN Charter and holding
Israel's Knesset responsible
for its false claim of democ-
racy, emphasizing the con-
tinuation of challenging the
US shameful decision at all
levels.

The National Council saluted
the steadfastness and courage
of our people in confronting
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the American Israeli dual ag-
gression, emphasizing that Je-
rusalem is the eternal capital
of State of Palestine, renewing
its firm standing with the Pal-
estinian leadership of presi-
dent Mahmoud Abbas, in all
its resolutions and measures
taken in defense of Islamic
and Christian holy sites, and
our national project aimed of
establishing an independent
state with Jerusalem as its cap-
ital and return of refugees to
their homes

The United States, in
a disgraceful behavior, exer-
cised the veto power against
a resolution supported by 14
other UN Security Council
members that would have
required Trump to rescind
his declaration on Jerusalem
as Israel's capital and not
move the US Embassy there.

As it stands, Trump’s
threat is consistent with a
long-standing policy of US

blackmail and intimidation
exerted within the UN to
support, back Israel, the oc-
cupying power, its violations
and crimes in the occupied
State of Palestine.

The General Assembly
convened for an emergency
session passing with a deci-
sive 128-9 with 35 absten-
tions, resolution declaring
US President Donald Trump’s
decision to recognize Jeru-
salem as the capital of Isra-
el null and void and must
be rescinded in compliance
with relevant resolutions of
the Security Council, namely
resolutions 476 (1980), 478
(1980) and resolution 2334
(2016). The General Assem-
bly, in this regard, calls upon
all States to refrain from the
establishment of diplomatic
missions in the Holy City of
Jerusalem, pursuant to Secu-

rity Council resolution 478
(1980).

Ahead of the vote US
Ambassador to the UN, Nik-
ki Haley said that Washing-
ton would remember which
countries “disrespected

America by voting against it.
President Trump had prom-
ised to “ take names “ and
possibly cut donor funding
to those countries who voted
against it.

Washingtons  threat
to cut aid to countries that
voted not to recognize Jeru-
salem as Israel’s capital was
an insult to the UN and a
vicious assault on the sover-
eign rights of its members,
which is overwhelmingly bi-
ased in favor of international
law, principles and values of
the UN. In their customary
delusional manner, Israelis
believed the US threat was
enough to force compliance.
They were mistaken, people
around the world are simply
tired of their arrogance and
unethical conduct.

President Trump
threat against countries that
will vote against his decision
constitutes serious violations
not only of the Palestinian
rights but also of the inter-
national law system and in
fact, Trump’s declaration le-
gitimizes and recognizes the

T



consequences of the aggres-
sion, violates the principle
of non-acquisition of the
territory of others by force,
the principle of non-recog-
nition of the results of occu-
pation and particularly the
rule that says” the aggressor
should not enjoy the bene-
fits of its aggression™

The General Assem-
bly’s vote against President
Trump decision on Jeru-
salem was a victory for the
Palestinian right, leaving it
isolated, disgraced and hu-
miliated. The US is no lon-
ger an honest broker, it is
not ready to run any politi-
cal process aimed at resolv-
ing the Middle East issue.

Based on the above, we call
upon you as parliamentari-
ans to contribute to the ef-
forts to annul the Trump’s
decision on Jerusalem in
compliance with relevant
UN Security Council reso-
lutions and the recent Gen-

eral Assembly resolution on the status of Jerusalem.

We renew the call on all parliaments to demand that
their governments continue their rejection of Trump’s
decision and work to prevent its implementation and to
compel the US to comply with the recent GA resolution.

We also appeal to you to reject the language of threat
and intimidation practiced by the United States in its inter-
national relations, which was clearly demonstrated during
the vote on the decision. Such American approach threat-
ens principles and rules of international law, the system of
international relations and world peace and security.




The Palestinian National Council: The Likud’s decision to annex the
West Bank is an open war against the Palestinian people

The Palestinian National
Council considered that the
decision of the Likud Party,
which leads the settler gov-
ernment in Israel to impose
Israeli sovereignty over the
West Bank, is an open war
against the Palestinian peo-
ple and its inalienable rights.
The Palestinian Nation-
al Council (PNC) said in
a statement issued by its
speaker Salim Al-Zanoun
“that the decision represents
the epitome of terrorism and
aggression against the rights
of the Palestinian people. It
is a translation of the policies
of colonialism, extremism
and arrogance that is rooted
in the mentality of the Likud
party and its leaders.”

The PNC stressed that this
decision is a clear violation
of our historic rights in our
land and an attack on UN
resolutions that considered
the West Bank, including Je-
rusalem, occupied Palestin-
ian territories that no party,
president or government

can change its legal charac-
ter. Calling on the UN Secu-
rity Council and the General
Assembly to reject this reso-
lution and condemn it, and
put an end to this arrogance
and reckless challenge, which
is an explicit declaration
against peace and stability in
the region.

The PNC stressed that the Is-
raeli occupation government
led by the Likud party bears
full responsibility for the re-
percussions of this decision,
which was based on the of-
fensive American Admin-
istration’s decisions, which
opened the door wide to the
extremism of the Israeli gov-
ernment and its aggression
and defiance of the relevant
resolutions of international
legitimacy that rejected all
forms of colonial settlement
in the occupied Palestinian
territories.

The PNC affirmed that the
Palestinian people remain
rooted in this land and will
resist this decision and work

on nullifying it to live free-
ly in their homeland. And
reaffirming the right of the
Palestinian people to es-
tablish their independent
and sovereign Palestinian
State on all the territories
occupied in 1967 with Je-
rusalem as its capital, free
of all aspects of settlement
and its consequences, in
addition to the refugees
right of return to their
homes.
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